
MEMBER REPORT 
Member list: 
Full-time Faculty – Kelly Thompson (cluster director), Joanna Berzowska, Barbara Layne 
(cluster co-director), pk langshaw, Kathleen Vaughan, Sarah Nance, Elaine Cheasley Paterson 
Part-time Faculty (PhD students) – Alice Jarry, Alison Reiko Loader 
Graduate Students – WhiteFeather Hunter, Geneviève Moisan, Donna Legault, Claire Nadon, 
Nicholas Shulman, Nicole Macoretta, David Somiah Clark, Kaitlyn Neidermayer, Laurence 
Weyand, Agustina Isidori, and Kelly Arlene Grant (PhD student). 
Undergraduate Students – Sophia Borowska, Fanny Savoie, RythÂ Kesselring, Lea Schwarz, 
Alexandra Bachmayer, and MJ Daines. 
External Affiliates – Lauren Osmond  
 
Of the total 27 cluster members, there are seven full-time faculty members, two part-time 
faculty members (PhD students), 17 Concordia student members and one external affiliate 
member. Of the student members, there are six undergraduate students and 11 graduate 
students. The six undergraduate students are all from Fine Arts (Fibres and Material 
Practices, Sculpture, Art History, Intermedia, and Computation Arts). Of the graduate student 
members, faculties include Fine Arts (Fibres and Material Practices, Design and Computation 
Arts, Art Education), INDI and one PhD Humanities student. The external affiliate member is a 
graduate student in Art Conservation at Queens University, and the former Head of 
Operations and Coordination at Milieux. All student members, with the exception of one 
(David Somiah Clark, Speculative Life cluster), have Textiles and Materiality listed as their 
primary cluster.  
 
Of the student members, five were newly recruited in early 2017 and of the faculty members, 
two were newly recruited in early 2017. One faculty member, Joanna Berzowska, was newly 
appointed Associate Dean of Research in the Faculty of Fine Arts. Another faculty member, 
Kathleen Vaughan, was newly appointed Concordia University Research Chair in Socially 
Engaged Art and Public Pedagogies (Tier 2). One of the two newly recruited faculty members, 
Sarah Nance, is a new LTA hire in Fibres and Material Practices, while the other new recruit is 
Elaine Cheasley Paterson, Associate Professor and Chair in the Department of Art History. 
  
One undergraduate student member, Sophia Borowska, graduated in Spring 2016, but has 
remained a part of the cluster as a Research Assistant. An additional undergraduate student 
member, MJ Daines, will graduate this coming Spring 2017, but is now enrolled as an 
Independent graduate student and will remain part of the cluster as a Research Assistant. 
Two graduate student members, WhiteFeather Hunter and Geneviève Moisan, graduated in 
Spring 2016, but have been hired as cluster staff (Coordinator, and Equipment Support 
Specialist) and remain cluster members. One additional graduate student member, Nicole 
Macoretta, and one undergraduate student member, Lea Schwarz will graduate this Spring 
2017 and may leave the cluster.  
 
https://textilesandmateriality.wordpress.com/about/research-members/ 
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Of the cluster student members, three are/ have been research assistants to Kelly Thompson: 
Sophia Borowska, WhiteFeather Hunter and MJ Daines. Five are/ were research assistants to 
Barbara Layne: Donna Legault, Claire Nadon, Fanny Savoie, Geneviève Moisan and RythÂ 
Kesselring. One has been research assistant to pk langshaw: Agustina Isidori. Two are/ have 
been research assistants to Kathleen Vaughan: Nicole Macoretta and Kaitlyn Neidermayer. 
Joanna Berzowska has had one research assistant: Alexandra Bachmayer. Three students 
within the cluster are not research assistants: Nicholas Shulman, Lea Schwarz, Kelly Arlene 
Grant and Laurence Weyand. One student is research assistant to Chris Salter, from the 
Speculative Life Cluster. These members and the external affiliate are sponsored by full-time 
faculty members of the cluster.  
 
Significant visitors over the past year have included: 

• Debera Johnson, Academic Director of Sustainability for Pratt Institute (NY), who 
visited in November 2016. Debera spent several days at Milieux and made a public 
presentation, hosted by the cluster, about the exciting new Centre for Sustainable 
Design Strategies, which she founded at Pratt. Textiles and Materiality began an 
exchange with the Center, and with Pratt’s Brooklyn Fashion + Design Accelerator. 
Many shared and complimentary interests were discovered through this process and 
plans are underway for further cooperative activities with Barbara Layne, who will 
lead a creative workshop at Pratt in 2017. 

• In February 2017, Lauren Osmond toured a group of art conservation students 
through Milieux Institute, where she introduced electronic textiles and highlighted 
the unique projects and working styles developed at Milieux Institute. 

• In coordination with the Fibers department, Geneviève Moisan and RythÂ Kesselring 
invited renowned Quebec herbalist, Anny Scheider to give a talk on March 8th, 2017. 
The talk was attended by around 50 people from Milieux and from the general public, 
including specialists from the Montreal botanical garden. This talk was coordinated as 
part of their cluster-funded research project, American Silk. 

• Textile artist, Heather MacKenzie, visited Concordia and gave a co-sponsored artist 
talk (between Fibres and Material Practices/ Textiles and Materiality Cluster) at 
Milieux on March 13, 2017. As a result of Heather’s visit to the cluster, she has now 
been selected to be including in the upcoming Material Turn exhibition, co-curated by 
Kelly Thompson and WhiteFeather Hunter, at the FOFA Gallery in early 2018. 

• Numerous (too many to count) group tours have been led through the Textiles and 
Materiality Cluster’s spaces. One notable tour group, interested in future 
collaboration included: British Council tour for Joao Guarantani, Senior Programme 
Manager for Architecture, Design and Fashion based in London, UK & Saada El-
Akhrass, Arts Manager for British Council Canada. 
 

PRODUCTIVITY REPORT 
Several faculty and student cluster members participated in the International Visual Literacy 
Association’s 2016 Annual Conference from October 5th to 8th, 2016. A panel presentation, 
entitled, Glorious Matter, Engaging the Senses: A Panel Presentation by Artist-Researchers in 



“Textiles & Materiality” supported an exhibition, Engaging the Senses Through Textiles & 
Materiality Research-Creation that was shown at the Musée des Beaux-Arts de Montréal. 
Additionally, a satellite exhibition and open house at the cluster was organized to coincide 
with and be included in the conference events. 
The panelists, Kathleen Vaughan, Kelly Thompson, MJ Daines, WhiteFeather Hunter, 
Geneviève Moisan and Donna Legault had the opportunity to show work and share research, 
as well as to interact with international researchers in visual literacy, opening new channels 
for discussion. Key questions addressed by the panelists included: What are the meanings of 
materiality in a research-based art practice? How does material literacy complement and 
contribute to visuality for creators and audiences? The panel served as a companion session 
to the visit behind the scenes to the Cluster’s working spaces and digital tools. 
The exhibition at Studio 3 at the Musée des Beaux Arts, curated by Kathleen Vaughan, 
featured textile and sound works by Sophia Borowska, MJ Daines, WhiteFeather Hunter, 
RythÂ Kesselring, Lea Schwarz, Nicole Macoretta, Geneviève Moisan, Nicholas Shulman, Kelly  
Thompson, and Kathleen Vaughan. The works addressed the concept of direct physical 
engagement with information and process through art making, representing epistemological 
methods where hands-on research-creation informs the production of new objects, new 
knowledge and new means of multisensory comprehension. 
http://ivla.org/conference2016/ 
 
A number of cluster members have participated in the Subtle Technologies Festival, in both 
2016 and 2017, indicating a growing relationship. Subtle Technologies is a Toronto-based 
platform for community building and knowledge sharing at the intersection of art, science 
and technology.  
In 2016, Barbara Layne and Lauren Osmond presented their collaborative project, Maxwell’s 
Equations in the wearable tech fashion show, Future Proof, which showcased their work 
developed on the cluster’s Tajima machine.  
Also in the 2016 festival, Joanna Berzowska presented in the Manifold speaker series, co-
presented with the Textile Museum of Canada. Joanna’s talk, entitled, Quantified Threads: 
future fashion in the cloud was about the work by XS Labs to develop a prototype for an all-
fiber-based textile garment that can harness, sense, and display energy. 
In the 2017 festival, WhiteFeather Hunter participated in the festival’s banner exhibition, 
Cultivars (Possible Worlds), curated by Zach Pearl, and co-presented with InterAccess Gallery. 
As part of the exhibition, WhiteFeather presented the results of her cluster-funded research 
from the residency in Iceland, among other works. 
http://subtletechnologies.com/future-proof/ 
http://subtletechnologies.com/manifold/ 
http://subtletechnologies.com/cultivars/ 
http://www.cbc.ca/arts/possible-worlds-this-toronto-bioart-exhibit-challenges-and-expands-
our-definition-of-life-1.4108213 
 
Likewise, a growing relationship is happening with cluster members and the Function Keys 
Conference of New Technology and Digital Culture, organized by Centre3 for Print and 
Media Arts in Hamilton, ON. In 2016, WhiteFeather was invited to present her biotextile 
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research as part of the conference events, resulting in a critical essay written by Tara Bursey 
for Critical Superbeast. Barbara Layne has been invited to present her research at the 
upcoming 2018 conference.  
http://functionkeys.ca/ 
https://whitefeatherhunter.net/2017/01/18/upcoming-jan-2017-critical-superbeast-reviews-
whitefeathers-work/ 
 
A number of cluster members traveled to Savannah, Georgia to present at the Textile Society 
of America’s 15th Biennial Symposium, Crosscurrents: Land, Labor, and the Port. Kelly 
Thompson presented: Artist at Sea: Codes and Cargo, and Barbara Layne presented with Janis 
Jefferies: Aesthetics, Economics and the Enchantment of Cloth. Research Assistant members, 
Geneviève Moisan and Sophia Borowska presented a poster with Kelly Thompson, entitled, 
From Figured Silks to Pixellated Screens. Geneviève Moisan was the recipient of the 
Attendance Fee Waiver Scholarship to attend the conference. 
https://textilesocietyofamerica.org/tsa_symposium/symposium2016/ 
 

Kelly Thompson and Geneviève Moisan had works featured in two separate exhibitions that 
were both part of the International World of Threads Festival 2016. Thompson’s Fluid Data 
was exhibited in the Solo Shows and Installations at The Corridor Galleries, Queen Elizabeth 
Park Community and Cultural Centre in the Main Festival Venue. Geneviève Moisan’s work 
was exhibited as part of me + you, at the at the Living Arts Centre Gallery. 
http://www.worldofthreadsfestival.com/exhibitions_pages/2016_mississauga/me-and-
you.html 
http://www.worldofthreadsfestival.com/exhibitions_pages/2016_oakville/solo-shows-
installations.html 
  
Sophia Borowska's research-creation project, Data Excess, was finalized this year, with an 
installation as part of the group exhibition, Future Memories at articule artist-run centre, 
from Nov 5 - Dec 5, 2016, presented in collaboration with Studio XX's HTMlles Festival. Data 
Excess interprets, visualizes, and materializes digital waste as an expressive product of online 
culture. Also as part of the festival, WhiteFeather presented work in the international curated 
exhibition, CTRL + [SELF]: INTIMACY, EXTIMACY AND CONTROL IN THE AGE OF THE 
OVEREXPOSURE OF SELF, launched at the festival’s opening party at Studio XX.  
http://www.cbc.ca/arts/is-there-such-a-thing-as-tmi-these-4-canadian-artists-are-out-to-
find-the-answer-1.3834884 
https://htmlles.net/en/2016-edition/ 
http://www.ledevoir.com/culture/arts-visuels/484230/conditions-de-confidentialite 
 
In January 2017, Lauren Osmond presented a paper at the annual Context and Meaning 
Conference hosted by Queen’s University’s Art History department. Using her collaborative 
project with Barbara Layne, Maxwell’s Equations (2016) as a case study, the paper explored 
the dilemmas that collections care managers, curators and conservators face when having to 
contend to the interactive and intangible materiality of contemporary wearables. 
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http://www.queensu.ca/art/art-history/context-and-meaning-xv-sensing-matters 
 
pk langshaw, Kelly Thompson and Sophia Borowska participated in Un paradis sans pommiers 
– Le jardin les Soeurs Grises in the Grey Nuns Gardens in June 2016. The exhibition, curated 
by Cynthia Hammond and Shauna Janssen, allowed visitors the opportunity to enter this 
garden, which has never been open to the public and interact with site-specific installations. 
Some of the works presented by pk langshaw (produced with the technical assistance of 
Lauren Osmond) were also exhibited in the FOFA Gallery vitrines, as part of pk’s exhibition, 
parachute unfolds : follow the thread in September 2016. 
 
Sophia Borowska presented cluster-related research at the interdisciplinary Input/Output 
Symposium on digital subcultures at Milieux, Nov 25th, 2016, and a selection the work was 
featured in the exhibitions, Perplexities: Space, Form, and Image at Winsor Gallery in 
Vancouver, from Mar 2 - 28, 2017, and potentially "flawless" at 99 Sudbury in Toronto, Mar 
31-Apr 2, 2017.  
https://iosymposium.tumblr.com/ 
 
Lea Schwarz has over the past year, developed two projects developed in the cluster, which 
involve weaving and electronics and presented one of these in Concordia’s Research 
Showcase. 
 
Donna Legault presented her cluster-funded project, Drone, as a work in progress in the 
Hexagram Black Box on December 8th and 9th, 2016.  
 

ACTIVITY REPORT 

As Co-Directors, Kelly Thompson and Barbara Layne have been involved in hiring and 
overseeing the Cluster Coordinator and Technical Support positions, developing equipment 
policies and procedures, encouraging and facilitating cluster exchanges and workshops. Kelly 
Thompson is a collaborator on Tagny Duff’s Speculative Life CFI grant and both Kelly and 
Barbara have been active in CRC LOI for a Futures Fibres and Experimental Structures 
position to be based between the T&M cluster and Design. 
 
As the cluster Equipment Support Specialist for the first year, Geneviève Moisan designed 
and gave a series of training workshops for the different equipment and software available 
within the cluster: Embird and the Brother embroidery machine, Pointcarré and the Jacquard 
loom and DG/ML and the Tajima laying machine. She trained current MFA students to use 
the facilities, and has been working on a series of video tutorials for each software program 
so that training will be even more accessible to researchers in the future.  
Also in her capacity as a staff member, Geneviève informed, helped and advised a number of 
MFA students and researchers on different subjects and possible research avenues. The 
students and researchers were from Communication Studies, Design and Computation Arts, 
Engineering and others clusters, as well as working on District 3 projects and with Mitacs.  
 

http://www.queensu.ca/art/art-history/context-and-meaning-xv-sensing-matters
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WhiteFeather has organized all cluster-related funding applications in a physical resource 
binder for cluster members to access as support for their own (or student) funding 
applications. She has completed and submitted proposals on behalf of the cluster or for 
cluster-related projects that she is involved with, such as the IVLA conference/exhibition, 
Kelly Thompson’s Material Turn project (a co-curated exhibition at FOFA Gallery), and as an 
Administrative Assistant to Tagny Duff on the CFI grant application, which directly involves 
the Textiles and Materiality cluster. *See Outreach Report for further activity by 
WhiteFeather within the capacity of Research Coordinator for the cluster. 
 
Active membership in the cluster requires presenting a talk or other activity to the rest of the 
cluster members. Over the past year, a number of members presented formal talks of their 
work, and these talks were often offered as Milieux-wide evening events open to other 
clusters and their membership. Members who gave talks this year include: Sarah Nance and 
Alice Jarry, MJ Daines, Nicholas Shulman, WhiteFeather Hunter, Kathleen Vaughan, and Kelly 
Thompson.  
 
In May 2016, the cluster hosted a Cluster Intensive for all members. Cluster members 
contributed to a shared session that included discussion of directed readings, research 
questions, brainstorming on future research directions and collaborations and general 
collaborative team building. Several members led thematic workshops, while others led 
focused discussions. Alice Jarry presented two of her digital kinetic installation works, 
Lighthouses and Spectrales. WhiteFeather presented on Feminist Materialism and 
materialism vs materiality (see reference below). Kelly Thompson facilitated a discussion on 
two readings (see references below), Material-ict and Material Thinking and the Agency of 
Matter. Sophia Borowska led a workshop, Haptics and the City followed by a workshop led by 
Marc Bealieu, Electronics and Programming Material. Kathleen Vaughan presented on two 
papers, Slow Cloth Manifesto and Place and the Art of Belonging. MJ Daines facilitated a 
discussion on the importance of research in the process of creation. RythÂ Kesselring 
facilitated a game on defining materiality. 
https://textilesandmateriality.wordpress.com/2016/05/20/cluster-intensive-may-18-19/ 
 
Claire Nadon organized a field trip visit to an industrial textile mill in the Eastern Townships, 
at Geo. Sheard Fabrics. This is a family-owned business of over three generations that uses 
many industrial jacquard looms and fabric dyeing facilities. Participating cluster members 
were familiarised with the history of the place and how they adapted to the new market by 
finding a niche for their products. Their concern about sustainability and using recycled fibres 
was highlighted. 
Claire also gave the first of a series of workshops on pattern drafting to cluster members, 
called, Body Geography. Body Geography is research into a new way to draft garment 
patterns, based on transferring actual 3D measurements to a 2D surface, as a crossover 
between modelling and traditional pattern drafting. The first workshop was very useful to see 
how the participants would react to push forward in this direction for the next level of 
workshops, which will happen next year. 
 

https://textilesandmateriality.wordpress.com/2016/05/20/cluster-intensive-may-18-19/


As part of her cluster-funded collaborative project, Sophia Borowska offered a Blender 
workshop for all Milieux members. The workshop was attended by four Milieux members 
from TAG and Textiles & Materiality. 
 
Geneviève Moisan and WhiteFeather offered a very well-attended talk to members of TAG, 
on complex weavings inspired by popular video games. The Game Weavings talk prefaced a 
long-term loan/ installation of two weavings, Angry Birds by Geneviève and Space Invaders 
by WhiteFeather in the TAG research space. 
 
The full archive of cluster members’ activities can be found on the T&M website’s front page: 
https://textilesandmateriality.wordpress.com/ 
 

RESEARCH FUNDING REPORT 

FACULTY GRANTS: 
During the past year, Joanna Berzowksa/XS Labs supervised BFA Computation Arts student, 
Alexandra Bachmayer, supported by the collaborative SSHRC Insight Grant (PI: Sandeep 
Bhagwati) entitled, Musicking the Body Electric. 
:body:suit:score (:b:s:s) is a four-year research-creation project that explores the 
technological, creative, and aesthetic possibilities and applications of mobile music 
performance through the use of vibro-tactile score information.  
:b:s:s brings together the following four inter-x art, music, and body-based academics and 
their inventive research hubs: Sandeep Bhagwati, Founder and Director of Concordia’s 
matralab; Dr. Marcelo Wanderley, Director of McGill’s Input Devices and Music Interaction 
Laboratory (IDMIL); Joanna Berzowska, Founder and Research Director of XS Labs, a design 
studio that innovates in electronic textiles and responsive garments; and Isabelle Cossette, 
Founder and Director of McGill’s Music Performance and Body Lab (MPBL). 
http://matralab.hexagram.ca/research/body-suit-score/ 
 
Publications that came out of this project include: AN INTRODUCTION TO THE BASICS OF THE 
BODY:SUIT:SCORE, TENOR, 2016 Conference on Technologies for Notation and Music 
Representation, Cambridge, UK, May 29, 2016.  
http://matralab.hexagram.ca/research/body-suit-score/wp-
content/uploads/2016/06/Bhagwati_TENOR2016CamReady.pdf 
 
JOINT GRANTS 

2014 2018 Musicking the Body Electric - 
New Music for Spatialized 
Performing and Listening Using 
Novel Score Interfaces for 
Mobile Musicians  

SSHRC 
Insight 

$444,997  
Fall 2014- 
Spring 2018 

PI: Sandeep 
Bhagwati 

2014 2017 cloTHING(s) as conversation SSHRC 
Insight 

$246,988  PI: Helene 
Day Frazer 
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During the past year, cluster co-director, Barbara Layne/ Studio subTela has supervised 7 
students in her studio, all working under contracts supported by a SSHRC Insight Grant (3-
year project) entitled, The Enchantment of Art: 
MFA Studio Arts: Geneviève Moisan, Claire Nadon 
M INDI: Donna Legault 
BFA: RythÂ Kesselring, Fannie Savoie 
PhD Engineering: Tahseen Mustafa 
MASc Engineering: Sareh Majidi 
 
Student researchers from Fine Arts are involved in background research, materials testing, 
image designs & hands-on production of woven, and embroidered smart textiles. Electrical 
Engineering students are involved in the design and testing of electronic chips and circuitry 
that support the interactive cloth. They are also involved in antenna design, sensing and 
wireless subsystems; programming and component integration. A major innovation in this 
research is the development of “artistic antennas”. These flexible antennas are in unusual 
shapes (i.e. animals) proving that antennas do not have to conform to rigid geometric shapes 
in order to achieve high performance. The Tajima Laying Machine (CFI project) has been used 
to embed conductive metal threads, offering revolutionary technical and aesthetic 
possibilities for responsive fabrics.   
 
The Enchantment of Art includes collaborators Janis Jefferies (Associate Pro Warden for 
Culture and Creative Industries of the School of Culture and Society at Goldsmith’s College, 
University of London) and Professor Ahmed Kishk (Professor, Electrical Engineering, 
Concordia University). 
 
In October 2016, the Studio subTela team, including graduate students, conducted research 
at the Textile Museum of Canada in Toronto, studying the materials, techniques and designs 
of historic textiles that use metallic threads. These observations are being incorporated into 
the designs of smart textiles being produced as part of The Enchantment of Art project. 
Graduate researchers worked with notable curators and had the opportunity to practice 
original source research. Preliminary research was presented at the Textile Society of 
America Conference in Savannah Georgia, where faculty and student researchers presented 
several papers on this research. 
 
Cluster co-director, Kelly Thompson, supervised a number of graduate and undergraduate 
students on her FRQSC-funded project, Material Codes: Ephemeral Traces: 
MFA Studio Arts: WhiteFeather Hunter (graduated June 2016), Geneviève Moisan (graduated 
June 2016) 
BFA Fibres: Sophia Borowska (graduated Spring 2016), MJ Daines (graduating Spring 2017) 
 
This year, the project has explored technical and material translations of different forms and 
representation of data. This has been part of expanding and challenging the potentials of the 
digital jacquard loom, to move beyond image and think structurally, including multiple layers 



and densities in the cloth. The research team sought submissions from researchers in 
different disciplines (arts, computer sciences, linguistics, coding/video, expanded poetics, 
etc) and produced test pieces. Aspects of this project were presented at the biennial Textile 
Society of America's 15th Symposium in Savanna, Georgia in October 2016. This included 
support for two RAs to present posters on their own practices (Sophia Borowska and 
Geneviève Moisan). * See Productivity Report for more info. Ongoing development of the 
website has been part of the project: http://materialcodesephemeraltraces.com 
 
Additionally, exhibition and symposium planning for the three-year Material Turn Project has 
been occurring throughout the year. Aside from producing a new comprehensive website for 
the project (materialturnproject.com), Kelly Thompson and WhiteFeather Hunter have been 
co-curating an exhibition to be held at the FOFA gallery in March 2018 with an associated 
symposium. Artists applied from the international textile arts community, and over a dozen 
Quebecois, Canadian and US artists have been selected. RAs have been involved in research, 
grant writing, communication with artists and potential symposium participants. Funding is 
being sought from the Canada Council for the Arts (exhibition) and SSHRC for a Connections 
grant (symposium). 
 
In fall 2016, new LTA Faculty member, Sarah Nance was awarded research funding ($1500) 
from Galerie Diagonale’s La Soupée micro-sponsorship project, in support of a site-responsive 
work, entitled, shroud for an ancient sea. The final piece is an encoded lace shroud installed 
in the dry seabed of Iapetus in Newfoundland. Nance traveled to Newfoundland in April 2017 
to complete preliminary field research. Site information from the East Coast Trail sections she 
walked will be digitally encoded and translated into a lace pattern, as the open structure 
(on/off) of lace is a natural analog partner to digital sequences. After being installed and 
documented in Iapetus, the piece will be reconfigured for her upcoming solo exhibition, an 
inventory of moons, at FOFA Gallery in 2018. 
 
STUDENT GRANTS: 
One of the flagship initiatives of the Textiles and Materiality cluster has been the awarding of 
student research grants. Student grants are awarded through a competitive process twice 
per year: once in the Fall semester and once in the Spring. Students are eligible for funding 
after three months of active membership, and can apply repeatedly for up to three months 
before the date of graduation, for a maximum funding total of $3000. To date, eight student 
grants have been awarded.  
The student grant categories include: Travel ($400 national/ $700 international), 
Independent Research (up to $800), and Seed grants for interdisciplinary team research 
projects (up to $2000). In 2016-2017, one Travel grant was awarded to WhiteFeather Hunter 
for international travel to fulfill a residency at the Icelandic Textile Centre and one to Donna 
Legault for international travel to fulfill a collaborative and interdisciplinary residency at 
Leitrim Sculpture Centre in Ireland with Irish artist, Kiera O’Toole. Also, two Seed grants were 
awarded to team Sophia Borowska/ Martin Kroll/ Cedric Laurenty for their research entitled, 
Tactual Realities: Weaving Virtual Environments and to team Genevieve Moisan/ RythÂ 
Kesselring for their research entitled, American Silk. Finally, four Individual Research grants 

http://materialcodesephemeraltraces.com/


were awarded to Nicholas Shulman for his research entitled, A Trainable Medium: The 
Materiality of “Artificial Intelligence”, to Donna Legault for her research entitled, Drone, to 
MJ Daines to combine archival research and weaving while in residence at Penland School of 
Crafts and to Nicholas Shulman for his latest research project, entitled, Designing with the 
Supply Chain: Research-Creation in the Electronics Manufacturing Capital of the World, 
which will take place in Shenzen, China.  
 
https://textilesandmateriality.wordpress.com/student-grants/  
https://textilesandmateriality.wordpress.com/2016/05/27/cluster-student-grants-winners/ 
https://textilesandmateriality.wordpress.com/2016/11/22/donna-legault-and-mj-daines-
winners-of-tm-student-grants/ 
https://textilesandmateriality.wordpress.com/2017/06/01/donna-legault-and-nicholas-
shulman-winners-of-spring-2017-cluster-student-grants/ 
 
Other relevant grants that have been awarded to cluster members include: 
A CALQ Travel grant as well as a Canada Council for the Arts International Residencies grant 
and a Canada Council for the Arts Travel grant were awarded to WhiteFeather Hunter, for the 
cluster-supported residency project at the Icelandic Textile Centre. The cluster student travel 
grant that was awarded to WhiteFeather for this research/travel was used to leverage the 
other three external arts grants, from an initial grant of $700 to a total funding capture of 
$7000. Additionally, WhiteFeather completed her SSHRC-funded thesis project, Biomateria; 
Biotextile Craft, which garnered a FRQSC Star Student Researcher Prize ($1000) on March 30, 
2016.  
http://www.frqsc.gouv.qc.ca/en/partenariat/nos-resultats-de-
recherche/histoire?id=ini9fe4p1459272261825 
 
Geneviève Moisan received a FOYER grant ($2500) for collaborative research with Electrical 
Engineering PhD student, Tahseen Mustafa. This project, which utilizes the cluster’s Tajima 
machine, is around developing a communications system and textile antennas to transmit 
video signals through cloth. During the summer of 2016, under the supervision of Dr Kishk 
and Tahseen, Geneviève laid a second layer to the big array antenna made during the 
summer of 2015, which is part of Tahseen’s PhD research. This interdisciplinary research is 
leading towards a publication and art exhibition.  
  
In May 2016, along with RythÂ Kesselring, Geneviève also received a FASA Reading Room 
Publication Grant ($250) for their cluster-funded project, American Silk. This project was to 
develop a new type of water repellant fabric to cover electronics components, out of 
common milkweed fibre. Within this project, RythÂ also experimented first-hand with the 
antibacterial qualities of the fiber by putting it in contact with live bacteria. Both of these 
experiments were conducted in the wet lab of the Speculative Life Cluster, under the 
guidance of WhiteFeather, and will be persued further by RythÂ next semester. The resultant 
publication is now available in the FASA Reading Room for all Fine Arts students to refer to. 
 

https://textilesandmateriality.wordpress.com/student-grants/
https://textilesandmateriality.wordpress.com/2016/05/27/cluster-student-grants-winners/
https://textilesandmateriality.wordpress.com/2016/11/22/donna-legault-and-mj-daines-winners-of-tm-student-grants/
https://textilesandmateriality.wordpress.com/2016/11/22/donna-legault-and-mj-daines-winners-of-tm-student-grants/
https://textilesandmateriality.wordpress.com/2017/06/01/donna-legault-and-nicholas-shulman-winners-of-spring-2017-cluster-student-grants/
https://textilesandmateriality.wordpress.com/2017/06/01/donna-legault-and-nicholas-shulman-winners-of-spring-2017-cluster-student-grants/
http://www.frqsc.gouv.qc.ca/en/partenariat/nos-resultats-de-recherche/histoire?id=ini9fe4p1459272261825
http://www.frqsc.gouv.qc.ca/en/partenariat/nos-resultats-de-recherche/histoire?id=ini9fe4p1459272261825


In the summer of 2016, undergraduate (BFA) student, MJ Daines worked in the cluster full 
time as part of a Concordia Undergraduate Student Research Award ($5625) under 
supervision of Kelly Thompson. MJ worked on a project where she imagined herself as a 
student of artist Anni Albers, thinking through manual/ mechanical/ digital applications of 
ancient technology. MJ spent time researching in 4 archives: The Josef and Anni Albers 
Foundation, The Museum of Modern Art, The Black Mountain College Museum, and the 
Western North Carolina Regional Archives. MJ used her access to the jacquard loom in cluster 
space to experiment adapting manual technologies in a digital way. MJ presented this 
research during an interdisciplinary conference at Black Mountain College in September 
2016. Elaine Cheasley Paterson supervised MJ’s independent study on the teaching practices 
and weaving of Anni Albers this past term. 
 
In September 2016, Lauren Osmond began a Master’s of Art Conservation degree at Queen's 
University in Kingston, Ontario where her SSHRC and FQRSC funded thesis project, 
Interactivity: a conservation study of ephemeral and experience-based media in 
contemporary fashion and textile objects, identifies interactive fashion objects as a quickly 
emerging and critical conservation case. Working from labs at Queen's University, Lauren has 
been conducting scientific study on the aging properties of embroidered circuits, hardware, 
and antenna samples made by Studio SubTela.  
Lauren is also currently funded by a SSHRC Michael Smith Foreign Study Grant and an Isabel 
Bader Bursary in Textile Conservation to complete a research placement in the Textiles and 
Fashion Conservation Lab at the Victoria and Albert Museum in London, UK where she is 
continuing investigation into new materials and undertaking semi-structured interviews with 
artists, collectors, and key stakeholders within the museum. 
 

COLLABORATION REPORT 

*see also Funding Report for funded collaborative projects.  
 
Kelly Thompson collaborated with Janis Jefferies on an article for the peer-reviewed journal 
Textile: Journal of Cloth and Culture, Special Issue, published in May 2017. The article also 
mentioned work by Kelly’s research assistants, WhiteFeather Hunter, Sophia Borowska, and 
Geneviève Moisan. A proposal from the experiments highlighted in the paper was submitted 
to the renowned TextielLab research facility in Tilburg, Netherlands. This proposal was 
successful and Thompson will work with the technical weave director in July 2017 to produce 
a 20-meter installation piece to be woven on an industrial loom.   
http://www.tandfonline.com/eprint/uzDqfx4jFaPFvFRBgfNK/full 
 
Sarah Nance has been working collaboratively with sound artist, Burke Jam to sonify a large-
scale beaded net she completed this past year. This piece will be included in the exhibition, 
an inventory of moons at 1708 Gallery in Richmond, VA in October 2017, and will later be 
installed at FOFA Gallery, Concordia in 2018. 
 
Lauren Osmond has kept active within Milieux as an affiliate researcher at the Textiles and 
Materiality Research Cluster, where she has been collaborating on a project with Barbara 

http://www.tandfonline.com/eprint/uzDqfx4jFaPFvFRBgfNK/full


Layne and Studio SubTela called Maxwell’s Equations. Maxwell’s Equations has been 
exhibited in the Techne exhibition at the Craft Council of Newfoundland and Labrador Gallery 
in March 2017, and will continue on to Coded Threads at Western Washington University 
Gallery in September 2017.  
http://www.craftcouncil.nl.ca/gallery/exhibition-archives/techne/ 
 
As research assistant for Joanna Berzowska’s collaborative project, :body:suit:score:, Alex 
Bachmayer worked primarily with the cluster’s Tajima machine in order to design, implement 
and grade the circuits on costume garments. Four of the :body:suit:score belt modules were 
used in Niemandslandhymen, a multidisciplinary event combining contemporary classical 
music, poetry and performance that took place on May 18th, 2017 at Usine C. Local and 
international musicians wore these modules as part of their performance attire. For 
Niemandslandhymnen, the belts were used as wearable metronomes, bringing the musicians 
in and out of sync with each other as they moved around the performance space. The belts, 
and the suit in general, also provide room for greater comprovisation (composed 
improvisation). Alex has continued using the Tajima machine to re-design electronic slippers 
with several pressure sensors as a new module for the :body:suit:score. This is continuing the 
exploration of sensors as a means of feedback for the performers. 
 
Sophia Borowska has had her work published twice (2016 and 2017) in Architecture 
Concordia’s annual publication, AC2 and AC3.  
https://issuu.com/architectureconcordia/docs/ac2 
  
OUTREACH REPORT 

In her role as cluster Research Coodinator, WhiteFeather has designed and established the 
branding (logo), website and promotional materials for the cluster (including a postcard 
featuring members’ work), forming its visual identity. The website has functioned 
exceptionally well as a repository for archiving events (both cluster events and independent 
activities by cluster members), keeping a current comprehensive list of cluster members and 
their roles, creating an access page for student grant applications and announcements, 
providing an entry point for those seeking cluster membership, listing the major research 
projects undertaken by faculty and students within the cluster, and providing information 
about the infrastructural and equipment resources available to cluster members. As a result, 
WhiteFeather has received numerous inquiries from external researchers interested in 
joining the cluster, including a few applicants to the Fine Arts graduate program.  
https://textilesandmateriality.wordpress.com/ 
Additionally, WhiteFeather launched the cluster Facebook page, which now has 93 page likes, 
and has received messages from people interested in joining the cluster.  
https://www.facebook.com/textilesmateriality/ 
 
Several cluster members (faculty and students) have been active in recruiting new members 
to the cluster. Elaine Cheasley Paterson taught on the ethics of the Arts and Crafts and 
Curatorial Strategies for Craft this year, and suggested that an excellent MA graduate 
student, Lindsay Leblanc, look into the Cluster and consider joining for her interest in craft 

http://www.craftcouncil.nl.ca/gallery/exhibition-archives/techne/
https://issuu.com/architectureconcordia/docs/ac2
https://textilesandmateriality.wordpress.com/
https://www.facebook.com/textilesmateriality/


and the digital. Potential cluster membership was an influencing factor in recruiting at least 
one new graduate student to the MFA program this past year, after WhiteFeather explained 
the cluster to her last summer 2016. In Fall 2016, MJ gave a brief presentation about the 
cluster to her FBRS 480 class and recruited one interested member who is considering 
joining.  

 
 


